The Heifer Principles

Thoughts from 1 Samuel 16 on:

God'’s provision for those serving in communities ware religious
intolerance, suspicion and/or government restrictias are major
obstacles to the spread of his Kingdom

Scott Breslin

Beyond Tentmaking

Those servants of Jesus who live in communitiegevfear, religious intolerance, and/or governmestrictions are
obstacles to the spread of the Gospel can leanm firinciples gleaned from 1 Samuel 16. This pasgagnts to God'’s
provision of credibility, opportunity, welcome asdcurity for the servants of God who serve in ssarhmunities.

Many of us serve Jesus in communities where relgjiatolerance, government restrictions, and simpiof outsiders
are normal. Such communities are prevalent in nmatipns and become a major obstacle for crosstalilministry.
While tentmaking jobs can often provide legal asdesa host community they may do nothing to addtle other...
more serious obstacles of fear, prejudice and siespi Thereforegodly wisdom and divine provision is needed to be a
blessing to these communities in a way that endbar&isciple maker’ to the people, protects tlsttcommunity, and
provides a platform to share the good news of J&usst. It is not surprising therefore, that God has leftwith at
least one model from Scripture that deals with ssiog the lost in spite of existing social and fedi restrictions. In 1
Samuel 16 we can read how Samuel faced similafsgtcumstances when God sent him on a missi@detblehem.

Samuel's Mission to Bethlehem

In 1 Samuel 16, God told Samuel to go to Bethlelagich anoint a son of Jesse as the new king oveslisi&e can
easily surmise that the reigning monarch, King Sealild have been more than a bit opposed to Sam@sd given
mission. Samuel was not ignorant of the seriougdainvolved in this mission. This can be seefamuel’s hesitancy
to accept the mission. Samuel's recorded respeas@ot a quick salute or "Yes Lord! Right awayd!bas one might
expect when God speaks so clear and direct. Ratfeesee concern and hesitancy in Samuel. Sarmsked&sod,
"How can | go? When Saul hears about it, he vifllrke." Remember, that although God had reje&adl as king,
Saul was still the ruling monarch. King Saul sthyn the throne for many years after he was egjeosy God. Samuel
and King Saul were not on speaking terms (1 Sarbb&5) since the incident in Carmel. Samuel's imisg/ould be
viewed as treason... it was very dangerous... bottStomuel and the community that Samuel was sent_&i. me
elaborate.

The mission God assigned Samuel was dangerous amd wost Samuel his life if King Saul were to findt. Since

Samuel was well known throughout Israel he couldsmeak into Bethlehem without being noticed. Appéy it was

public knowledge in Israel that an adversarialtieteship existed between King Saul and Samuel.s Thieflected in
how the elders of Bethlehem were so dismayed aadulewhen they saw Samuel approaching their tdwrstead of

being excited and happy at the sight of Samuelagmting their village, they accurately perceiveat tio welcome an
adversary of the king to their village would beeimireted as rebellion. They didn't want trouble. those days (and
today), people didn't travel about from town to mowithout purpose. Samuel naturally belonged imB&a his

hometown, not Bethlehem. In Bethlehem, a manamhi&!'s status would stand out like a pork chog laar mitzvah.
He would normally be an honored guest...unless & going to do something that would get the emir@munity in

trouble with the government...i.e. King Saul. $hall the central elements of ministering in atrieted access
community were present when Samuel embarked omis&on to Bethlehem.

In other words:

Samuel was sent to a community where he didninally belong.

The community was at risk of real (and imagipalangers that made them initially fearful andpstisus of Samuel
The government authority (King Saul) would Ipposed to Samuel’s primary mission

Samuel was thus a potential liability to thenoounity of Bethlehem.
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The Heifer

Therefore, God gave Samuel a secondary task which
was both a blessing to the host community and ger|
as a ‘cover’ to temporarily protect the primary pose

of his mission. Samuel was told to take a heifahw
him and say to the elders at the gate of Bethletfien
have come to sacrifice to the Lord." The saagifig
although a pretense, played a critical role inaherall

success of Samuel's mission. It was not a cove
deceive, but a cover to protect, bless, and fatalit It

protected Samuel and the elders of Bethlehem fham
wrath of King Saul. It is not hard to imagine wh
would happen to the elders of Bethlehem if King IS4
heard that a new king had been anointed in thainto
Samuel undoubtedly knew that King Saul could pe

very ruthless. (Saul slaughtered the village of Npb

when he suspected they had been disloyal to Him.
See 1 Samuel 22.) Yet, God's command was carfied
out in spite of the adverse political climate thpt e -
restricted Samuel's access to Bethlehem. Not anly Heifer (hef'er), n. a cow that has not produced a calf.
that, but the heifer sacrifice served to facilitate
common ground or context for Samuel to bless tlopleeof Bethlehem and meet the sons of Jesse.

God’s Provision for Overcoming the Obstacles

As Samuel predicted, the elders of Bethlehem wireétially suspicious and fearful of Samuel when df®wed up at
their town gates. The Scriptures say that the sldere trembling with fear. Can you imagine winatytwere thinking?
Perhaps things like, "Why does an enemy of Saulctmvisit us? What will King Saul think? s Sashtrying to stir
up a rebellion? Is Samuel angry with us becausaredoyal to King Saul? What are Samuel’s intamgP" | believe
these types of thoughts passed through the mintseaflders as Samuel approached their town. yrcase, it is clear
that they were worried and fearful. Now Samuel wassonly a man of God but a man of wisdom. Hevkbetter than
to announce to the elders of Bethlehem, "I haveectoranoint one of the sons of Jesse as the negvd€itsrael." Such
news would have been BAD news to their ears. dfdliers welcomed Samuel after such an announcdamhtKing
Saul heard of it) the elders would be consider axtices in an act of rebellion towards King Saul aould have good
reason to fear for their lives. Samuel would haeen unwelcome and ... perhaps (if the elders hadlikt® would
have closed their gates on him. Without doubt, &dis mission would have been severely hinderdd ihad been
completely transparent about his purpose for beiRethlehem from the beginning.

| believe that in the course of time Samuel’s priymaission became obvious to everyone in Bethlehmrnot at first.
God in his wisdom had Samuel withhold the primabjeotive of his mission for later. For now, it waisough for the
elders to know that he had come with a peace afferi he had come with a blessing. Samuel camefe¢o afsacrifice,
an act of peace that pleased and blessed the .eldeas imagine that Samuel had the heifer behind and he turned
and pointed to the animal as he said, "I come actee | have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Corsdecyourselves and
come with me to the sacrifice." Can you imagine gknse of relief this news gave the elders ofIBe#m? The peace
offering would not be interpreted as political rdiba by King Saul or by the elders of Bethlehethwas a natural thing
for someone of Samuel's position and stature toltlaas an act of good will and peace. It alsipéé set the stage for
Samuel's primary mission in Bethlehem.

Earlier, God had told Samuel, "Invite Jesse tosherifice, and | will show you what to do." Sarhkieew where he
was to go and what he was to do, but he didn't kmbmvm he was going to anoint. Samuel would havgetbthat

information later. Samuel had enough informationget started but not enough information to finislen't this a

universal or classic pattern when God sends hisases on mission? He sheds enough light on our toatiake the next
step but not on the entire path. In 1 Samuel 1&lse see God provided Samuel with a ‘secondargiaristhat both

blessed the people and created a platform to perifiis primary task. | believe this is also a dlagattern. It seems to
me that when God sends his servants on missiopsrtonunities where religious intolerance, suspicfeay, and/or

government restrictions are obstacles to accomghisimission...God often gives them ‘heifers.’

! Yiddish for ‘pluck’ or ‘backbone’



Think C.O.W.S. Not Tents

Expatriate (and local) followers of Jesus (who aeafled to minister in communities that are domidatyy fear,

prejudice, suspicion, and/or government restrigjaradily identify with the problems Samuel fage@ethlehem. The
political/social/religious climate makes it bothcessary and preferable for these followers of Jesusve a modern
equivalent of a heifer. The concept of ‘heifes’ significantly different than that traditionallyssociated with the
concept of tentmaker. Unlike the concept of ‘teater’ a modern-day heifer provides much more theh an "entry
visa" and a means of financial support. The conhoéfheifer’ is closer... but not equivalent to tbencept of ‘business
as mission.” By studying 1 Samuel 16 we can gleany principles of wisdom and prudence that ardicgige for a

modern-day heifer. Four of these principles casuramarized aCredibility, Opportunity, Welcome andsafety or as

an acronymC.O.W.S.

1. Credibility: Just as sacrificing a heifer (or offering a peatferimg) was appropriate for a man of Samuel's
office and stature, a modern-day heifer will malstly consistent with the follower of Jesus’ aggperience, energy
level, training, gender and national origin. In experience, I've many seminary graduates tryingass themselves off
as importers/exporters but don't know the diffeecbetween a Bill-of-Lading and a Performa invoicé&@B from CIF.
I've seen middle aged men with large families acesyry level teaching positions that pay low sakr offer no
responsibility, and provide no status. They ofteake locals scratch their heads and wonder. #dsrsuspicion and in
the long run thwarts evangelism and tarnish thegaraf the would-be-change-agent. Application: AMtie temptation
to put on Saul’'s armor. The modern heifer wilt"'the person to whom God gives it. The heifed aio fit the host
community. What will work in a big city may not woin a town or village. God may (or may not) dpéa you as
clearly as he did to Samuel when he commanded Samteke a heifer with him to Bethlehem. In moases, Bible
study, prayer, fasting, research, self-reflectiod avise counsel are important aspects of heariogn f6od. He can
provide for you what he provided for Samuel.

A modern-day heifer may or may not be full time. The issue isn't how many hours a week you devoi®tw heifer

but that you devote enough time to do the job wiklbdern-day heifers will vary in the amount of érand energy they
require. The criterion isn’t so much how much tiinéakes but is it credible for the person and kst community?
Samuel didn’t spend all his time in Bethlehem d&inig heifers but he did do it and used the oanagdp anoint a new
king. The ‘heifer’ fit with who Samuel was. It s@it a trick or a gimmick yet it was indeed a typlecover. Was

Samuel dishonest or lack integrity? Does honesty iategrity require that we declare everything kew and

everything we are to anybody who asks? | don't 3s®us command or operate by this definition ofeBbnand

integrity. Rather the scripture instruct us toppedent and defines prudence as an ability to discern \&htions are
appropriate for the given situation. Integrity uegs us to fulfill our promises and do what we sa&ywill do. Samuel
both sacrificed a peace offering and anointed a kiegy and thus maintained a clear conscious be@Gwd and men
(Acts 24:16).

2. Opportunity: The heifer gave Samuel the opportunity or contextall the sons of Jesse in from the fieldts.
provided the platform for doing his primary assignment. After the sacrifice Samuel anointed David as kifge
heifer facilitated Samuel's primary mission ratkiean hindering it. The meat of the heifer undodiyteprovided a
material blessing to the community as well. Modeay heifers should give followers of Jesus suffitiexposure to the
people they're called to reach. A modern day heiil likely provide a platform that facilitatefi¢ primary assignment.
It should be a ministry platform that positions ttlegange-agent to do the work God has called hinttheto... and
endure him/her to the host community.

3. Welcome: Samuel's heifer endeared him to the community andetl a cool initial reception into a warm
welcome. He was able to calm the initial feard amspicion of the elders with the heifer. A madday heifer should
be good news to the "elders at the gate", i.e.caitihs of the community. Today, expatriates aiteroperceived as
secret agents or some other instrument of westgperialism or capitalism. Conspiracy theoriesvilain many of these
communities. Some tentmaking activities fuel ssabpicions and fears. This should not be. A rripnigroject or
secular profession should serve to calm the hasthamity’s fears and suspicions, not confirm thefk.modern day
heifer will likely be a blessing and service to th@st community. The clearer this is demonstréided understood by
the host community) the better. The modern dafehshould also provide security to the host celtur

2j.e. Proverbs 12:23, Amos 5;13, Matt 7:6, Matt180



4. Safety/Security: Perhaps the most important yet most often overldgkevision in the heifer is safety.
Samuel's heifeprovided protection for the citizens of Bethlehenfrom the wrath of King Saul. King Saul would
have been violently opposed to Samuel's goal ohéing a new king. However, he would not likelyopest against
Samuel sacrificing a peace offering in Bethlehe3amuel was a celebrity and honored guest in |airetkherefore
would have had no privacy during his visit to aatuownship. Much like today, everybody knows vidgbing on in a
rural town in the Middle East (or any small towryahere). There are
few secrets. We therefore must assume that thetmpiof David was
done publicly. There came a time when every origeithlehem knew
that Samuel anointed David as the new king. Tlis actually good news
to every citizen of Bethlehem. A local boy as Kkingovernment jobs!

But you can bet that not one of them was eagenlitthie friends of King
Saul what they had witnessed. It would have migsstént death of their
entire village for treason (Remember what happéodhe citizens of

Nob in 1 Samuel 22:18-19). Even if King Saul hearhed of Samuel's
visit to Bethlehem and called a citizen of Bethlalite report what
happened, the citizen, with a clear consciencddcaimply say, "Samuel Salf Family

came to sacrifice a peace offering”". Today, welbning ministers can be

serious liabilities for local believers (and sealeavho live in

communities where religious intolerance, suspicfear and/or

government restrictions exist. More than oncevehaitness how a

casual visit by well meaning but “heiferless” exjates has resulted in unnecessary persecutioas$raent and threats
to local seekers and believers whom they meanesb The modern-day heifer will provide a coviepmtection for
local believers (and seekers) who receive andaédtower of Jesus. A modern heifer will be pafrtGod’s provision
to protect the host community (and God’s messerfgam) evil men.

Summary

In 1 Samuel 16, we see that God called Samueldonaglish a task in Bethlehem (a restricted accessmunity). God
provided all Samuel needed to accomplish the miss#n essential part of God’s provision was in Elisnmand to
take a heifer for sacrifice. The heifer provided:

Credibility: for being where he wasn't expectedhéo

Opportunity: to do "the main thing" that God callgich to do.
Welcoming: by an appreciative host community.

Safety: for host community and himself from thethirof King Saul.

A WNBE

| strongly believe that followers of Jesus can exjg&od to do for them what he did for Samuel. L#amuel, modern-
day servants of Jesus need to ask God to provéte with His plan. There will be many different égoof heifers
according to the type of people God sends anddbials political and economic makeup of the hoshownities. God
may use a believer's previous experience and sgmafession or he may not. If not, the discigiewd be willing to
re-train and learn new skills so that his vocatiamaentmaking plans are consistent with the pples of wisdom and
prudence found in 1 Samuel 16 (as well as theofeStripture). | believe God will provide moderaydheifers for
those he sends to communities where fear, prejudmeernment restrictions, and/or religious intatare are obstacles
to the spread of his Kingdom.
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